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washed again, as before, and set aside to dry, and finally mounted 
in Canada balsam warmed just sufficiently to spread properly. 
Corpuscles prepared in this way will be found to be stained red, 
while the nuclei and leucocytes will be a bluish-green, and will 
show with great sharpness and brilliancy under the microscope. 

Mounting with black Background. — On principle, I very 
much dislike to see objects mounted with an irremovable black 
background. When it is desirable to view objects as opaque, there 
are so many other ways of doing this, e. g., the diaphragm, or 
the dark well of the opticians, or a piece of dead-black paper, 
cloth or velvet placed behind the slide; it can then still be viewed 
as a transparent object also. Otherwise it is the mounter saying 
to the observer : "You shall see my slide as 1 will, and in no 
other way." — Tnffcn West in 'Journal of ', the Postal Microscopical 
Society. 
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SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

— A specimen of the Gila monster, a large lizard, Helodcrma 
horridum, has been recently added to the Zoological Garden at 
London, according to Land and Water. This lizard is reported 
to be poisonous. We remember visiting one which lived loose 
for a number of months in the front window of an apothecary's 
shop in Salt Lake City, which showed slight, if any, evidence of 
ferocity, its keepers not being aware of its reported poisonous 
qualities. Dr. Irwin, U. S. A., experimented with the H. suspec- 
tuni in Arizona, fifteen years ago, and concluded that it was harm- 
less. The London individual was tested with a frog, which 
died after a few voracious bites, and then a guinea pig, which was 
convulsed and died in three minutes after one bite in the leg; but 
this might happen if this large lizard was not poisonous, and 
there is room for more careful experiments as to its venomous 
qualities. 

— Mr. Herbert Spencer, the leading philosopher of England, 
if not of the world, has been in this country for some weeks, the 
g lest of Dr. Youmans, the editor of the Popular Science Monthly. 
Mr. Spencer, it is understood, will not lecture while in the United 
States, as he is traveling for his health. While few will probably 
have the pleasure of meeting this great thinker and organizer of 
new lines of thought which have already revolutionized social as 
well as physical science, it is a great pleasure to have him among 
us, and we feel sure that every one will earnestly hope for his full 
restoration to health and former capacity for work. 

— Professor R. Ellsworth Call has met with good success in 
his collecting tour in the Gulf States, having obtained a large 
number of the Strepomatidcv, a group of shells which he intends 
to monograph. He designs not merely to systematize the group, 
but to give their anatomy, development if possible, distribution, 
habits, &c, &c. He has already eight-tenths of all the nominal 
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species, and hopes for the loan of rarities and even common spe- 
cies from conchologists at home and abroad. 

— The Darwin memorial fund amounts to ,£2500, and the 
memorial will take the form of a marble statue, to be placed in 
the large hall of the new Natural History Museum at South 
Kensington. 

— Our readers will deeply regret the untimely death of Pro- 
fessor F. M. Balfour, who was killed in July at the age of 31, by 
a fall on a glacier on Mont Blanc. His career had been a 
remarkably brilliant one, his work was critical and yet profound, 
and he had done perhaps more than any one else to advance em- 
bryological science in England. His "Comparative Embryology" 
will be a lasting monument to his genius as an investigator and 
scholar. 

— William Stanley Jevons, professor of political economy in 
University College, London, was drowned while bathing at Bex- 
hill, near Hastings, England, Aug. 15. His greatest work, " The 
Principles of Science," gave him a wide reputation ; it fully recog- 
nized the place of the doctrine of evolution in the philosophy of 
science. His text book on logic is widely used in American 
colleges. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

The American Association for the Advancement of Sci- 
ence, Montreal, Aug. 23-30, 1882. — The attendance on this ses- 
sion was nearly a thousand, being almost as many as met at 
Boston two years ago ; the citizens of Montreal gave a most 
generous and warm reception to the association. The address of 
the retiring president, Professor Brush, was on mineralogy, its 
present state and early history in America. The association will 
meet in 1883 at Minneapolis, Minn., under the presidency of 
Professor C. A. Young, Principal Dawson having been president 
of the Montreal meeting. 

Professor Wm. B. Carpenter, of England, was present, and 
delivered an evening lecture on the temperature of the deep sea, 
and Mr. T. Graham Bell lectured on visible speech. Besides 
Dr. Carpenter, Professors Szabofrom Buda Pesth, W. Kowalevsky 
of Moscow, and Haughton of Dublin, were present, and assisted 
at the meeting. On the evening of the 24th the Peter Redpath 
Museum of McGill University was formally opened. The excur- 
sions were a pleasurable feature of the meeting. 

Following is a list of the papers read in geology : 

SECTION E — GEOLOGY AND GEOGRAPHY. 

On the relations of Dictyophyton, Phragmodictyum and similar forms with Hyphon- 
toenia. James Hall. 

Note upon the genus Plumulites. James Hall. 

A source of the bituminous matter in the Ohio Black Shale (Huron Shale of New- 
berry). Ed. Orton. 



